l &6 . JT ednesday, Nov.17,1976 THE WASHINGT<3tf POST 

Hill Investigator Told King 


Associated Press 

A lawyer for the House committee 
probing the murder of the Rev. Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. said yesterday 
that documents relating to the case 
have been destroyed since the investi- 
gation began. 

Chief counsel Riehard A. Sprague 
said he had noli been officially noti- 
fied of the destruction but said he had 
learned of it “from an individual who 
has interviewed other people.” 

Sprague said the documents “would 
have been in possession of law en- 
forcement authorities” and were 
“relevant to our investigation.” 

“I have been advised that the de- 
struction has [taken place] since it 
was announced [in September] that 
this committee would be investigat- 
ing” the murders of King and Presi- 
dent Kennedy, he said. 

Sprague would not say which law 
enforcement agency had the docu- 
ments. However, committee member 
Henry B. Gonzalez (D-Tex.) said he be- ■ 
lieved they had been in the possession 


of authorities in Tennessee, where 
King was killed in 1968. 

The Memphis Police Department 
has denied that any documents relat- 
ing to the King case have been de- 
stroyed. Lt. William Schultz said that 
all of the King files were turned over 
to the state attorney general in Mem- 
phis. 

There have been published allega- 
tions that some of the documents 
were burned in September when the 
department destroyed records of its 
intelligence division. These records 
were burned as the department faced 
lawsuits filed by individuals on whom 
the department had allegedly con- 
ducted surveillance during the 1960s. 

Sprague was asked through a 
spokesman if the documents he was 
referring to were the same as those, 
mentioned in the published allega- 
tions. He replied “no comment,” but 
added that his information did not 
come from news reports. 

At the unexpected public session of 
the House Select Committee on Assas- 
sinations, Gonzalez asked staff attor- 


ney Robert Ozer if he had any reason 
to believe that documents relating to 
the King case had been destroyed 
“since the constitution of this commit- 
tee.” 

“Yes, sir,” Ozer replied. “I believe 
there are some documents that have 
been destroyed.” 

James Earl Ray pleaded guilty to 
the King slaying and is in prison. In 
recent years he has made efforts to 
obtain a new trial, claiming his guilty 
plea was coerced. 

Yesterday’s hearing, expected to be 
held in secret, was opened to the pub- 
lic after a motion to go into executive 
session failed on a 6-to-6 vote. Rep. 
Christopher J. Dodd (D-Conn.) led the 
argument to open the hearing, saying, 
“An important mission I think we 
have is to conduct a public open fo- 
rum” into the two murders, which 
have been “gnawing at the conscience 
of the public.” 

Problems in Reopening 
Kennedy Inquiry Cited 

DES MOINES, Nov. 16 (UPI) — A 


Documents Were Destroyed 


veteran government investigator says 
problems in obtaining credible evi- 
dence and the possible destruction of 
key documents could limit the suc- 
cess of a new probe into the assassina- 
tion of President Kennedy. 

David Belin, a Des Moines attorney 
who served on the staff of the Warren 
Commission investigating Kennedy’s 
death and later directed a blue-ribbon 
panel’s investigation of domestic 
abuses by the Central Intelligence 
Agency, said the House Select Com- 
mittee on Assassinations, which met 
for the first time Monday, faces insur- 
mountable problems in reopening the 
investigation of the Kennedy assassi- 
nation. 

Intelligence sources have warned 
that the committee may find certain 
documents missing from the, CIA or 
FBI files and have suggested ’ that the 
probe be broadened to include a possi- 
ble cover-up by the two agencies and 
by U.S. intelligence officers in the 
years following the November, 1963, 
assassination. 


“It’s going to be very difficult to 
put things together 13 years after the 
fact,” Belin said. “I think it’s impera- 
tive that the FBI and CIA grant com- 
plete access to their files, but I think 
there will be problems obtaining the 
evidence. 

“I would have great concern about 
the destruction of any documents.” 

Belin called for a reopening of the 
assassination probe earlier this year, 
predicting that a congressional inves- 
tigation would support the Warren 
Commission’s conclusion that Lee 
Harvey Oswald killed Kennedy. 

However, he said the “Cban connec- 
tion,” Oswald’s possible involvement 
with Cuban Premier Fidel Castro, had 
not been explored. 

Belin said documents recently re- 
leased to him by the CIA under a 
Freedom of Information Act request 
“could be interpreted as supporting 
the reports of a possible relationship 
between Oswald and the Cuban gov- 
ernment ” 
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, . . assassination committee counsel 



